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You are working on an essay about whether foreign language education in high

school in Japan should be diversified. You will follow the steps below:

Step 1:Read a range of opinions gathered from the Internet about foreign
language education.

Step 2:Take a position on foreign language education in high school in Japan.

Step 3: Create an outline of your essay using additional sources.

P [Step 1] Read a range of opinions

Amy (business person)

I work for a company that has branch offices and factories not only in
America and Britain but also in Australia, Indonesia, Korea, and Thailand.
Every year we have great difficulty recruiting young Japanese with foreign
language skills. Usually we talk with local staff members in English, especially
when we need to negotiate before starting new projects. So of course it is
necessary to have speaking skills in English, but I don’t think that is enough.
I think various foreign languages should be learned in high school. If you
speak even a few phrases in the local language, you can build good

relationships with people, which will make negotiations ‘'go' smoothly.

Bill (student)

Japanese high school students have to study lots of subjects and take frequent
tests at high school. Of course we study Japanese and English, which are
quite different from each other. Also quite a few students say that classical
Japanese and Chinese, called kobun and kanbun, seem like foreign languages,
so they feel as if they are already studying three “foreign” languages. 1 think
that it is necessary to make those two subjects optional and give us options

useful for today’s world, such as information technology.

Cathy (shopkeeper)

Asakusa is a popular tourist spot in Tokyo, and my family runs a souvenir
shop near Kaminari-mon. A great number of people from abroad come into
our shop and buy a lot of things. I can speak a couple of phrases in English,
Chinese, Korean, and French to welcome and thank speakers of those
languages. But I wish I could employ a person to explain the features of the
goods displayed in the windows and answer the various questions customers

ask us.
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Dave (researcher)

It has been proven that acquiring foreign language skills can have good effects
on your mental and physical health. Those who can speak one or more
foreign languages tend to stay active longer than those who can speak only
their native language. This is probably because studying unfamiliar words and
expressions and trying to understand what they mean can stimulate the
learner’s brain. These days, a lot of Japanese people live to be over 100, so

everyone should start studying more foreign languages in high school.

Eddy (teacher)

It would be ideal for high schools to provide students with» chances to_study
various foreign languages. However, it is very difficult because schools don’t
have enough teachers who can teach foreign languages other than English:
Many students who wish to study non-English foreign: languages' have no
choice but to do it by themselves. It may be helpful to watch lessons on the

Internet or on TV.

Bl 1 Both Amy and Cathy mention that II' .

- being able to speak foreign languages is useful when doing business

@ more and more tourists from overseas are visiting Japan

® school teachers are good at teaching foreign languages other than
English

@ studying foreign languages can help you stay active when you get old

B2 Eddy implies that .

® high school teachers should go to foreign countries to improve their

language skills
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@ Internet lessons may be recommended if you live far away from school

@ Japanese high school students may be under too much stress due to a
lot of tests
@ most, if not all, high schools will not teach non-English foreign

languages
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P [Step 2] Take a position
3 Now that you have understood the various opinions, you have taken a

position on foreign language education in high school in Japan, and written

some notes below. Choose the best options to completel 3 |—| 5 | .

(You must have all of | 3 | — | 5 | correct to get points.)

POSITION: Foreign language education in high school in Japan needs

to be diversified.

° | 3 | and | 4 | opinions support this the most.
® An argument common to these two people is that .

Options for | 3 | and | 4 | (the order does not.matter):

Amy’s
Bill's
Cathy’s
Dave’s
Eddy’s

(GIONGOEONS)

Options for :

® English speaking skills are required for working for international
companies

@ high schools should employ more teachers who can speak several
languages

@ the more foreign languages people study, the better it will be for them

@ what is important for Japanese students is to learn more about history
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P [Step 3] Create an outline of your essay

Essay outline

Chances to study non-English foreign languages are important.

Introduction

English has become widely used all over the world, and Japanese
students are all required to learn to use it. However, they should also
be given opportunities to study other foreign languages.

Body

REASON 1 from Step 2, based on evidence from the opinions in Step 1
REASON 2 ( II' ), based on evidence from Source A

REASON 3, based on evidence ( ) from Source B

Conclusion
Foreign language education in high school. in Japan should be diversified.

Source A

Foreign language education in high school in Japan should be changed so that
it will meet various needs in the future. Children now start studying English
in the first grade of elementary school, and tests for measuring their progress
are given in higher grades. This curriculum has been started so that it will
greatly improve the overall skills of Japanese people in using English. If
everything goes well, many children will become quite good at that foreign
language when they are in junior high. But for various reasons, some may be
discouraged from continuing studying English, and quite a few might give it
up. For both types of students, especially for those who give up on English,
the chance to start studying another foreign language would be beneficial.

Those who are good at English can enjoy comparing the two languages, and
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those poor at English can start studying a foreign language that may be more

suitable for them.
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Source B

A study conducted at a tourist spot in Japan found that there are differences
in the number of visitors from several countries. The study was conducted
during the period between mid-July and the end of August. Only foreign
visitors who agreed to answer where they were from are included in the graph

below.

Study Results of Visitors’ Nationalities

Korea
China
\
us

Vietnam

UK

Others

0 10 20 30 40 50 (%)

4 Based on Source A, which of the following is the most appropriate for

REASON 2° [[6 ]

® Almost all the subjects in high school could be taught in English as
well as in Japanese.

@.-Both students who are good at and poor at English can happily start
studying another foreign language.

@ New foreign languages need to be compared with English when they are
taught in elementary school.

@ Teaching various subjects in English will cause the majority of students

to fail in high school.
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15 For REASON 3, you have decided to write Asian languages should be
taught in high school in Japan and be used in the society in Japan. Based on
Source B, which option best supports this statement?

® Americans who visited the tourist spot accounted for more than 10
percent of the visitors, which shows that there are many people in
America who are interested in Japanese culture.

@ It turned out that there were just half as many British visitors as
visitors from the United States, which means that the British are less
interested in coming to the Far East.

@ Over half of the visitors answered that they had come from Korea,
China or Vietnam during the period, which suggests that Japanese people
should be ready to welcome visitors from those countries.

@ The number of Chinese visitors to the tourist spot was almost equal to
that of Korean visitors there, which implies that the distances between

countries have no influence on touriSm.
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